GUIDE: BONE FINDS
ANIMAL BONES

Animal bones, including antlers, on the seabed may relate to a period when areas of the seafloor were
exposed as dry land. Not only do they provide insight into the types of animals which roamed these
ancient landscapes, they may also provide an indication of the diet of early humans and their ancestors,
as well as the environment in general. All bones should be recorded through the MAS upon discovery.
The presence of any cut marks or other signs of butchery provide an indication of subsistence activities
and should be noted when observed. Some may even be worked into tools. Although it is not possible
to date bones by simply looking at them, those which are dark in colour may be displaying a degree of
fossilisation that are likely to be prehistoric in date.
Animal bones can also be associated with a shipwreck site, or may be an isolated find which
was discarded over board.

TEETH AND TUSKS

Teeth and tusks are represented similarly to animal bones and finds are not uncommon. Mammoth teeth,
for example, are remarkably resilient and survive for thousands of years below the surface of the seabed.
Mammoth roamed the Earth between five million years ago, up until their extinction around 4500 years
ago. Tusks can equally indicate valuable traded goods carried by ship.

HUMAN BONES

The presence of human remains is extremely rare on wrecks of all dates and types. However,
in some conditions such as anaerobic (oxygen-free) environments with silty sand, mud or clay, human
skeletons have been discovered. Any human remains from wrecks can contribute immensely to the
understanding of daily life during the period of wrecking. The discovery of human remains at military
sites (aircraft or vessels) which fall under the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 are encouraged
to be recorded using the MAS, however under no circumstances should any part of these finds be
disturbed or removed from the seabed.
If human remains are discovered in the marine environment you must notify the Police.
There is a statutory obligation to report wreck to the Receiver of Wreck, part of the Maritime
and Coastguard Agency.

For further information about the Marine Antiquities Scheme please visit: www.marinefinds.org.uk
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