GUIDE: METAL FINDS & CONCRETIONS
WHAT WOULD I EXPECT TO DISCOVER?

The potential range and date for metal objects is so wide that it is difficult to provide general guidance,
however overall, machinery, fixtures and fittings, anchors and other identifiable material would be
of interest. Types of metal could include copper and its alloys such as bronze or brass, iron – wrought,
cast or steel – lead, silver, gold and tin and its alloys like pewter.
Concretions are dense clumps of hard material that develop on the surface of iron or other ferrous
metals as they corrode. A concretion can form one clump around an object or become large sections
on iron shipwrecks. Other material from the seabed often becomes stuck to a concretion, making these
finds often difficult to differentiate from rocks on the seafloor. Within a concretion the object gradually
corrodes away, sometimes leaving only a hollow space. It is easy to see if a concretion has been freshly
pulled off an iron object as it has a bright orange rust colour.

WHY ARE CONCRETIONS IMPORTANT?

Concretions can easily hide the shape of a find, making it impossible to identify. However, you should
not assume that concretions are unimportant; x-rays can sometimes reveal what lies underneath the
concretion, or injecting filler can make a mould of the hollow space.

HOW TO RECORD A CONCRETION?

As with other types of finds, the more information provided the better. When recording concretions
useful information includes length, width, diameter and thickness of concretion, where possible.

KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED

Some people miss concretions as they can look like rocks from the seafloor. If you find something you’re
not sure about, record it via the MAS.
There is a statutory obligation to report wreck to the Receiver of Wreck, part of the Maritime
and Coastguard Agency. Recovered material believed to be ‘wreck’ needs to be reported to the
Receiver of Wreck within 28 days of the discovery.

For further information about the Marine Antiquities Scheme please visit: www.marinefinds.org.uk
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